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Introduction 


Himachal Pradesh, a state of India, located in the northwest corner of the country, has a rich culture of music 
and dance. Music is an integral part of their life, which includes many kinds of folk songs. Himachali people never 
miss a chance of singing their favorite song on occasion. The folk instruments have a significant role in their life 
right from birth till death. Their simple way of life also reflects in their pure music. Usually, accompaniment is not 
needed for folk songs. But locals enjoy the merriment of these songs with their traditional musical instruments. 
Himachal Pradesh folk music features a wide variety of drums, including Dammama, Damanght, Gajju, Doru, etc. 
Non-drum percussion instruments include the Ghanta and Ghariyal, Chimta, Manjira, and Jhanjh. There are also 
wind instruments like Algoja, Peepni, Shehnai, Bishudi, and Ransingha. Strings Instruments include Gramyang, 
Riwana, Sarangi, Jumang, Ruman, and Ektara. 


Most of the population at Himachal is Hindu, which has its rituals, traditions, and style of dressing. The main occu- 
pations here are farming and livestock. Local habitats also engaged in making handicrafts. Himachal handicraft 
items are renowned all around the world. Local music and dance reflect the cultural identity of the state. There 
are several fairs and festivals that are celebrated in the state. People entreat their gods through their dance and 
music during local festivals and other special occasions. Generally, people prefer folk music, and Himachali songs 
are sung ina lead voice with the chorus. 


Ransingha: 

Ransingha is a traditional instrument used all over Himachal Pradesh for special occasions like festivals, wel- 
coming VIPs, marriages, etc. It is also called an Indian Trumpet. This instrument is made of two brass and copper 
metal curves. The instrument consists of two parts, which are joined together. Both parts are of the shape of the 
English alphabet C. One part is thicker and broader than the other part. 


Both the parts are joined in such a way that the shape looks like the alphabetical letter S. The player blows Rans- 
ingha with great force by his mouth, which enables it to bring out a sound through the narrower and thinner end 
by holding it in the air. Only one or two notes can be obtained through this instrument. 
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Tools and Raw Materials 


The following are the tools and raw materials used for making Ransingha: 

* Copper sheet: It is used to roll into a pipe for Ransingha. 

* Bronze sheet: It is used as a ring on the pipe of Ransingha. 

¢ Lightweight hammer: It is used to hammer the sheets as per the given measurement and required shape. 
* Piece of wood or metal Rod: It is used as a support while hammering the sheets. 

¢ Metal paste: It is used to join both ends once the sheet is rolled into a pipe shape. 

¢ Stainless steel metal wire: It is used to tie on the pipe-shaped copper sheet to hold it tight. 

¢ Charcoal: It is used to burn the fire. 

¢ Charcoal stand: It is used to dump the maximum amount of charcoal to get more fire and heat. 

+ Blower: It is used to flame on the charcoal if it gets off. 


¢ Sheet holder plier: It is used to hold the metal sheet and heat it. 
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The copper sheet is the chief element used in making = A customized iron stand is used as a support. 
the traditional instrument Ranasingha trumpet. 
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2. Tools and Raw Materials 
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Hammer is used for beating the sheet for the required shape. 
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Making Process 


The making process of Ransingha may seem a little old-fashioned with a mixture of copper and bronze pipe, 

but it’s value is high for over a century. From the ancient kings’ age to the average living civilian age, it has been 
followed by the same tradition and culture. The Ransingha is of ‘s’ shape and made of copper and bronze. The pro- 
cess starts by cutting a copper sheet into the required length. An artisan gets an appropriate shape by hammer- 
ing the piece of copper sheet. The copper sheet is beaten and brought to form‘s’ shape with a wide-open hole 

in the upper end and a narrow hole at the lower end. The stainless steel metal wire is tied accordingly to keep 
the cylindrical shape firm; then, a metal paste is applied at both ends to stick it for a long-term hold. After that, 

it is heated on the fire burning by charcoal until the sheet turns completely red. Heating helps in filling the gaps 
of the ends where the metal paste has been applied. Again the same process is continued for three more joints 
of this shape. The Bronze sheet is cut accordingly and is hammered in a compact size for making the rings. The 
rings are carved in traditional design. Five bronze rings are prepared and attached one after another at a certain 
distance on the pipe. The rings are attached with the help of metal paste, and each ring differs in size. A small 
circular piece of bronze is fixed as a mouthpiece at the starting point of the Ransingha pipe, which supports blow 
by mouth. After this procedure, the Ransingha instrument is polished for smoothness. The making process of this 
instrument takes around five days to get completed. After the process is completed, the metal wire is removed 
from the instrument. 


Flowchart: 
© Acopper sheet is cut according to the required size and 


is hammered to get a cylindrical-shaped copper sheet. 


© Stainless steel metal wire is used to tie over the 
cylindrical-shaped copper sheet. 


© Flux paste is applied over joints to be welded. 

© The cylindrical shape is heated using charcoal. 

© The process is repeated thrice to get the complete shape. 
© The bronze sheet is used to make thick rings. 

© Five different-sized rings are made in traditional style. 


© Allrings are attached to Ransingha once the shape is completed. 
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3. Making Process 


Once the basic shape is achieved, the extra edges are = The copper sheets are beaten using ahammer and 
cut using pliers. shaped into a curved cone. 
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Strings are used to tie the cone tightly to be welded. 


Welding is done at a high temperature. 


A view of the cones after welding. 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.d: 


Design Resource 
Ransingha (Trumpet) - 
Himachal Pradesh 


Traditional Instrument 
by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral 
NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 
https://www.dsource.in/resource/ransingha- 
trumpet-himachal-pradesh/making-process 


1. Introduction 
2. Tools and Raw Materials 
3. Making Process 


4. Products G 
5. Video is 
6. Contact Details Decorative embossed rings are made to make an at- Rings are joined through welding using flux paste. 


tachment to Ransingha. 


Display of the components of the instrument. 
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Rings are attached to the copper cone as per the de- Further, the cone is heated in the kiln. 
sign. 


The parts of the semi-finished instrument. The final product. 
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Design Resource Products 
Ransingha (Trumpet) - 
Himachal Pradesh Mr. Singh from Himachal Pradesh has his own shop named Jai Maa shikari shop. For many years he is in this 


business having a small workshop. The average time for making the traditional Ransingha instrument is five 
days. The price range of the minimum is INR 4,000 to the maximum of INR 15,000. Other products are Arti Diya, 
Facemask of God and Goddess, and Kalash made out of copper or bronze metal. 
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A traditional instrument Ransingha trumpet. 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Prof. Bibhudutta Baral at NID, Bengaluru. 
You can get in touch with Prof. Bibhudutta Baral at bibhudutta[at]nid.edu 
You can write to the following address regarding suggestions and clarifications: 


Key Contacts: 

Mr. Amar 

Jai Ma Shikari 

Near Kullu B.S, Kullu 
India 

Mobile: 9805300908 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


